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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, | re-
grettably was absent from the following votes
in order to attend the Senate confirmation
hearing for Attorney General nominee Senator
SESSIONS. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay” on rollcall No. 32, “nay” on rollcall
No. 33, and “yea” on rolicall No. 34.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | attended Senate
confirmation hearing for U.S. Attorney General
in Judiciary Committee. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay” on rollcall No. 32,
“nay” on rollcall No. 33, and “yea” on rollcall
No. 34.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, | attended Senate
hearing. Had | been present, | would have
voted “nay” on rollcall No. 32, “nay” on rollcall
No. 33, and “yea” on rollcall No. 34.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, January 11, 2017, | was unavoid-
ably detained attending to representation du-
ties and was not present for rollcall Votes 32
through 34. Had | been present, | would have
voted as follows: On rollcall 32, | would have
voted “no.” On rollcall 33, | would have voted
“no.” On rollcall 34, | would have voted “aye.”

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.
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REGULATORY ACCOUNTABILITY
ACT OF 2017

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 5.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALLEN). Pursuant to House Resolution
33 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the consideration of the bill, H.R. 5.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. BOST) to preside over
the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5) to re-
form the process by which Federal
agencies analyze and formulate new
regulations and guidance documents,
to clarify the nature of judicial review
of agency interpretations, to ensure
complete analysis of potential impacts
on small entities of rules, and for other
purposes, with Mr. BOST in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) and the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, it is a new day in
America. For 8 years, the Obama ad-
ministration has brought us one thing
in response to the Nation’s need for re-
covery from hard times—failure.

Bold, innovative measures to unleash
American freedom, opportunity, and
resourcefulness could have brought
prosperity’s return after the Great Re-
cession, just as under Ronald Reagan
following his era’s recession.

But the Obama administration re-
sponded differently, with measure after
overreaching measure, through regula-
tion, taxes, and spending. It was con-
sumed by the folly of trying to force
transformation from the American peo-
ple through command and control from
Washington. Everywhere it went, it
sought to choose the winners and los-
ers.

When Washington tries to choose the
winners and losers, we all lose. And
lose we have. We have a national debt
of $20 trillion thanks to the outgoing
administration’s blowout spending. We
have an economy that for 8 years has
failed to produce enough good, new,
full-time jobs to sustain growth and re-
store dignity to the unemployed. We
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